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Not just a school; a family.

Secure in the love of Jesus, we

Try our best.

Valuing all God's family, we recognise that
Each one of us is special.

Respecting everything God has made, we use
Opportunities to explore and learn.

Never overlooking the needs of others, we
Include everyone, helped by our

Caring, friendly, Catholic community.
Always forgiving, we

Share and celebrate the life of Jesus.

Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their potential.

Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between birth and age five have a

major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right.

Good parenting and high quality early learning together provide the foundation children need to make the

most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. (The Statutorg Framework for the Early Years

Foundation Stage.” DfE March 2017).



Introduction

The Early Years Foundation Stage applies to children to the end of the Reception year. In our school, all
children join us at the beginning of the school year in which they are five. The Early Years Foundation
Stage is important both in its own right, and in preparing children for later schooling. The Early Learning

Goals set out what is expected of most children by the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).

Many children joining our school have already learnt a great deal. Many have been to a range of settings

that exist in our community. The EYFS education we offer our children is based on the following principles:
e it focuses on the importance of the ‘unique child’ as a competent learner
e we fully appreciate the need for positive relationships
e it provides a rich and stimulating enabling environment

e we appreciate that children’s learning and development varies according to the individual
child

Aims of the EYFS

The curriculum of the EYFS underpins all future learning by supporting, fostering, promoting and developing

children’s learning in the following areas:
Prime Areas:

Communication and Language

Physical Development

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Specific Areas:

Literacy

Maths

Understanding the World

Expressive Arts and Design



Teaching and Learning Style

Our policy on teaching and learning defines the features of effective teaching and learning in our school.

These features apply to teaching and learning across the primary age range. Children experience a balance

of tightly focused teaching, and the continuous provision of more independent, play based activities with

sensitive intervention and modelling.

The more general features of good practice in our school that relate to the Early Years Foundation Stage

are:

the partnership between teachers and parents, so that our children feel secure at school and develop

a sense of well- being and achievement.

the understanding that staff have of how children develop and learn, and how this affects their

teaching;

the range of approaches used that provide first-hand experiences, give clear explanations, make

appropriate interventions and extend and develop play and talk or other means of communication.

the creative and carefully planned curriculum that helps most children achieve at least “Expected” in

the Early Learning Goals by the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage;

the encouragement for children to communicate and talk about their learning, and to develop

independence and self- management;

the support for learning with appropriate, stimulating and accessible indoor and outdoor space,

facilities and equipment;

the identification of the progress and future learning needs of children through observations and

assessments which are reqularly shared with parents;
the clear aims for our work, and the regular monitoring to evaluate and improve what we do;

the reqular identification of training needs of the adults working within the Early Years Foundation

Stage.



Continuous Provision in EYFS

Through play our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them make sense of the
world, both indoors and outdoors, on large and small scales. They practise and extend ideas, and learn how
to control themselves and understand the need for boundaries. They are strongly encouraged to think
creatively in collaboration with other children and independently, communicating with others as they
investigate and solve problems. All play experiences are carefully structured and form an important part of

the carefully planned curriculum, with children contributing their own ideas where possible.

Inclusion in the Foundation Stage

In our school we sincerely believe that each child is special. We give our children every opportunity to
achieve their best by taking account of our children’s range of life experiences when planning for their

learning.

In EYFS we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of our children, so that most
children achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of the Reception. A significant number of children

exceed these goals and provision is made to ensure that they reach their individual potentials.
We meet the needs of all our children through:

e planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, experience and interests,

and develop their self- esteem and confidence;
e using a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning needs;

e providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children and to help them to learn

effectively;

e providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contribution of all children is

valued;
e using resources which reflect and promote the understanding of diversity

e planning challenging activities for children whose ability and understanding are in advance of their

language and communication skills;

e carefully monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support as necessary.



Equal Opportunities

Children are given full access to the curriculum regardless of race, age, gender, faith, sexual orientation and

disability in accordance with recent regulations.

We promote British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of

those of different faiths and beliefs set out by the governments 2011 Prevent Strategy.
The EYFS Curriculum

The curriculum for EYFS in our school is based on the seven areas of learning identified in the EYFS
Framework. The indoor and outdoor experiences that our children meet enable them to develop a number
of competencies, skills and concepts across all areas of learning. The curriculum is creative and makes links

between several areas of learning wherever possible.

Throughout the Reception year in our school, children have a short daily Mathematic — based session, and
a combined Communication and language and Literacy based session. The skills and understanding needed

to progress into year 1 are developed in a sensitive and often practical way.

Working towards the Early Learning Goals provides the basis for planning throughout the EYFS. Our
medium term planning is completed half —termly and identifies the intended learning, with outcomes for the

children. This is amended and developed as children contribute their own ideas and interests.
Assessment

We make regular assessments of children’s learning, and we use this information to ensure that future
planning reflects identified needs. Assessment in the EYFS happens in many different forms such as
observations, discussions, whole class and group work and also working with individual children. It involves

the class teacher and other adults as appropriate.

During the children’s first half- term in the EYFS, the class teacher carries out a range of assessments
(baseline) to gain an insight into each child’s ability. We then use them to help to identify patterns of
attainment within the cohort of children. We use this information to adapt learning experiences for

individual children and groups of children.

The EYFS profiles are developed through the children’s Busy Books, Our Learning Journey, PSHE and RE
Floor Book, Observations, Mathematics, Topic and English Books, Reading, Phonics and Morning Starter
Folders throughout the year, and a small selection of samples of children’s work is kept to share with the
year 1 teacher. The children take home their EYFS profiles at the end of the year.

Parents receive a summer term report that reports on each child’s progress in each area of learning. They

highlight the child’s strengths and development needs and gives details of the child’s general progress.



The Role of the Parents

We believe that all parents have an important role to play in the education of their child. We encourage

involvement through
e talking to parents about their child before their child starts at our school (home visits)
e inviting all parents and children to induction sessions during the term before their child starts school

e Meet the teacher evening - parents are informed about what happens in the EYFS class which

includes a phonics and mathematics workshop
e offering parents regular opportunities to talk about their child’s progress
® encouraging parents to talk to the class teacher if there are any concerns

e offering a range of activities that support the involvement of parents. There is regular
communication with home through the child’s - Home/School Reading Record, a Communication

Book and Star Moments (which celebrate the children’s achievements).

Resources

We plan a learning environment, both indoors and outdoors, that encourages a positive attitude to
learning. We use materials and equipment that reflect both the community that the children come from and
the wider world. We encourage the children to make their own selection of the activities on offer, in order

to encourage independent learning.
Safequarding

For safeguarding procedures, please refer to the school’s safeguarding policy.



